
Such a person does not understand that all have 
sinned and fall short of God’s perfection.4 

Have you asked God to forgive you of your sins? 
Is your pride standing in the way of you doing this? 
If it is, then recognize that fact right now, humble 
yourself before God by asking Him to forgive you 
and save you from your pride and your other sins. 
In this way you’ll receive eternal life!

Randall Hillebrand

11 Peter 3:18; 2 Titus 2:14; 3John 1:12;  
4Romans 3:23; Matthew 5:48

W H AT  I S  T H E  
G R E AT E S T  SIN?

MURDER?
RAPE?

ADULTRY?

LYING?
SUICIDE?



Which sin is the greatest sin is a question that 
could cause much debate. At the top of the list 
would be sins such as murder, rape, adultery, lying 
and suicide. But are these sins or maybe another 
not listed here the greatest sin?

As terrible as the sins listed above are, the 
question must be asked, “Can God forgive the 
person who committed murder?” Can He forgive 
a rapist, an adulterer or a liar? Once a person is 
dead, there is no opportunity for repentance. Thus 
in the case of suicide, once a person has taken his 
own life, he cannot ask God for forgiveness. Yet for 
all the other sins which a person commits while 
living, is there any sin which God will not forgive?

The Bible is very clear that God does forgive 
sin. It says, “For Christ also died for sins once for 
all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring 
us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, 
but made alive in the spirit.”1 Jesus died for sin 
for the purpose of bringing the unjust to God. 
Therefore Jesus who is just, the sinless Son of 
God, was crucified on a cross for our sins. Why 
did He do this? The New Testament says that Jesus 

“gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 
lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people 
for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.”2 
According to this, Jesus gave Himself to redeem 
us (to purchase us back) from “every” lawless deed 
and to purify us. This is why He was born and 
went to the cross. This was His goal, His purpose. 
Jesus wanted to cleanse us from our sins so that we 
could become God’s children.3

What sin then cannot be forgiven? There are 
none which cannot be forgiven! But is there one 
sin that is greater than all the rest? There is. That 
sin is “pride.” Though this is a sin which can be 
forgiven, the reason it is the greatest sin is because 
it keeps a person from humbling himself before 
God and asking Him for forgiveness. The proud 
person feels that he does not need God to forgive 
him. If he does not believe in God, then he is the 
master of his own life, his own destiny. If he says 
he believes in God, then he may believe that he 
lives a good enough life to get to heaven on his 
own. In either case, the proud person does not see 
the need to bow his knee before God and repent. 


