
without hope, that they too might believe and 
receive as we have the righteousness of Christ and 
promise of eternal life.
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Evangelism is a privilege given to a Christian 
by God to be involved with Him in reconciling 
the lost to Himself.1 This is a task which is very 
important to God since He patiently waits for 
the unbeliever to repent, “not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance.”2 

It is important for Jesus as well to see the 
lost reconciled to His Father.3 This is the reason 
why He came to earth to die on a cross.4 Even 
after His death and before His ascension, Jesus 
commissioned His disciples to reach the lost,5 not 
only those who live around them, but by going 
to the ends of the earth to do so.6 Therefore each 
believer has a personal responsibility to share their 
faith and make disciples.7

Second Corinthians 5 addresses this task we 
have been given. There Paul states that the love of 
Christ is to be our motivation to do evangelism, 
the love He showed when He died on the cross in 
our place. This love is to control us.8 Through this 
act of love He also purchased and reconciled us 
to Himself; therefore we are no longer our own.9 
We belong to Him, being His instruments for His 
purposes.10

Since we have been reconciled to God, He has 
given to each of us the ministry of reconciliation; 
to go out into the world as His ambassadors.11 
As His ambassadors, we are to take His message 
which “He has committed to us” to the lost world, 
“namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them.”12 Therefore we are to make a plea 
to the lost, “as though God were making an appeal 
through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.”13 What strong words! “We 
beg you!” “Be reconciled!” This is God’s appeal on 
Christ’s behalf. They want unbelievers to be saved. 
Believers too are to have this same strong desire, 
because God “desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”14

Paul ends this passage with these words, “He 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, so that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him.”15 Our sinless Savior Jesus Christ 
died for us so that we could be righteous like Him. 
He took our sin upon Himself. Having done this 
for us, it is His desire that we go out and take this 
message to those around us who are dying and 


